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End the war in Ukraine - now! 

Statement of the DGB Federal Executive Committee on the military escalation of the conflict in Ukraine 

We are living through one of the darkest hours since the end of the Second World War. War is once again raging in our 

immediate neighbourhood. The DGB and its affiliates condemn in the strongest possible terms Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine and its missile attacks there. Whether in Ukraine or Russia, it is above all the workers and their families who are 

suffering from the war and its consequences. Together with the international trade union movement, we stand by the 

Ukrainian people, who have our full solidarity. They face inhuman suffering as consequence of the brutal violation of in-

ternational law by the Russian president. By launching this war of aggression, Russia is visibly provoking a further escala-

tion of military violence, which could get completely out of control at any time. Europe and the international peace order 

are on the brink of an abyss. 

• The DGB and its affiliates call on the Russian government to immediately cease all attacks, withdraw from 

Ukraine and restore its territorial integrity. 

• We call on the European Union and all its member states to stand in solidarity with the people of Ukraine and 

provide them with all the humanitarian aid they need. 

• We urge NATO allies, the European Union and Ukraine to be deliberate. A confrontation approach, which coun-

ters Russian aggression with military threatening gestures, fuels the danger that the armed conflict spreads fur-

ther. 

Now it is critical, to use and preserve all channels for dialogue to enable a peaceful settlement of the conflict. The Rus-

sian Federation must be persuaded to return to the negotiating table - even if this requires harsh economic sanctions. The 

DGB and its member unions strictly reject the supply of weapons to the conflict region. 

De-escalation is the order of the day! All parties involved, above all Russia, must show credible willingness to return to a 

policy of dialogue! It is not yet too late for a wise policy of détente that takes into account the security interests of all 

parties and opens up the perspective of a permanently stable pan-European architecture for peace and security. The Ger-

man Federal Government and the entire European Union have a central mediating role to play here. 

Forty years ago, in the middle of the Cold War, the so-called "Palme Report" was published. Its aim was to contribute to 

overcoming the East-West conflict through the concept of common security based on détente. The report summed up this 

concern succinctly: "Peace in the world must be based on a commitment to common survival rather than the threat of 

mutual annihilation." 

This core message has lost none of its relevance - on the contrary. In view of the threatening expansion of the armed 

conflict in Ukraine, the DGB and its member unions see it as the responsibility of the international community to come to 

its senses: No one is really safe until everyone is. Military demonstrations of power and the mutual threat and use of 

armed force lead to death and misery. What we need is a new understanding of security. We can only solve today's 

global problems together. This requires a policy of pan-European cooperation. War is not a solution! 
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